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'Do this in remembrance of me.' 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Our English word 'maundy' derives from the opening words of the Latin anthem, 

traditionally sung tonight: Mandatum novum do vobis ('A new commandment I give you' - 

John 13:34). According to St John, these words were spoken by Jesus to his disciples as 

they shared what proved to be his last supper. The commandment to 'love as I have loved 

you' lies at the core of discipleship, and of the Eucharist itself which Christians have 

celebrated down the ages 'until he comes again'.  

 

 

The Foot Washing 

St John tells us that at the end of supper Jesus girded himself with a towel, and taking the 

role of the house-slave washed his disciples' feet - much to their amazement. It was more 

than a gesture: it was a deliberate act which cemented into the memories of the disciples 

Christ's self-giving love, for 'the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to 

give his life a ransom for many.' (Mark 10:45)  Jesus himself told his disciples that in so doing 

he was giving them an example. By ancient custom, therefore, tonight's service also 

incorporates the washing of feet by the clergy as a sign of the call to service. All are invited 

to come forward to share in this experience. 

 

 

The Procession to the Altar of Repose 

At the end of the Eucharist, the clergy process to the side chapel bearing the consecrated 

elements which will be used for communion on Good Friday. (There is no Eucharist 

tomorrow.) The altar has flowers and candles, symbolic of the garden of Gethsemane 

where Christ went with his disciples to pray. 

 

 

The Stripping of the Altar 

The lights of the church are now gradually extinguished, and in the gloom the choir sing 

Psalm 69 ('Save me, O God, for the waters have come up even to my throat') during which 

the sanctuary is stripped - echoing the interior desolation that came upon Christ as he 

confronted the reality of his imminent death. 

 

 

The Solemn Watch 

There now begins a vigil of prayer at the Altar of Repose, mindful of Christ's plea to his 

disciples: 'Watch and pray with me.' After a period of silence, we hear the Gospel of the 

Watch, followed by the dispersal of the clergy and choir. Do stay as long as you feel able. 

The solemn watch ends at midnight.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE GATHERING 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                   (NEH 295) 

 

    Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    and with fear and trembling stand; 

    ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

    for with blessing in his hand 

    Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

    our full homage to demand. 

 

    King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

    as of old on earth he stood, 

    Lord of lords, in human vesture -  

    in the body and the blood -  

    he will give to all the faithful 

    his own self for heavenly food. 

 

    Rank on rank the host of heaven 

    spreads its vanguard on the way, 

    as the light of light descendeth 

    from the realms of endless day, 

    that the powers of hell may vanish 

    as the darkness clears away. 

 

    At his feet the six-winged seraphs, 

    cherubim with sleepless eye, 

    veil their faces to the presence, 

    as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

    Alleluia, alleluia, 

    Alleluia! Lord most high. 

Liturgy of St James 

Tr Gerard Moultrie (1829-85) 

Tune: Picardy 

 

The Greeting 
 

The President greets the people and introduces the Eucharist 

    In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

All   Amen. 

 

    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of  

    the Holy Spirit be with you 

All    and also with you. 
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    Dear friends in Christ, we gather tonight to remember with thanksgiving the  

    Last Supper our Lord shared with his disciples, to reflect on his example of   

    service and self-giving love as he washed their feet, and to journey with him in  

    heart and mind  to the Garden of Gethsemane, there to watch and pray. As we 

    stand in silence before God, let us hear again the words of Christ, and call to  

    mind our sins. 
 

The Deacon then says 
 

    Our Lord Jesus Christ says 

    If you love me, keep my commandments.         John 14.15 

    Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.       John 13.8 

    Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 

    and ask him to cleanse us. 
 

All    Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

    we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

    in what we have thought, 

    in what we have said and done, 

    through ignorance, through weakness, 

    through our own deliberate fault. 

    We have wounded your love, 

    and marred your image in us. 

    We are sorry and ashamed, 

    and repent of all our sins. 

    For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 

    forgive us all that is past; 

    and lead us out from darkness 

    to walk as children of light.  Amen. 
 

    Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

    have mercy upon you,  

    pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

    confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

    and keep you in life eternal; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All    Amen. 

 

Gloria (congregational setting) 
 

All    Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

    Lord God, heavenly King, 

    almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

    Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

    Lord God, Lamb of God, 
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    you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

    you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

    For you alone are the Holy One, 

    you alone are the Lord, 

    you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

 

The Collect 

 

    God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your Son   

    gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he nourish us by  

    his presence, and unite us in his love; who is alive and reigns with you, in the  

    unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All    Amen. 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26                             

 

  A Reading from Paul's first letter to the Corinthians 

 

  Beloved: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus  

  on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given   

  thanks, he broke it and said, 'This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance 

  of me.' In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 'This cup is the   

  new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  

  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death  

  until he comes. 

 

At the end the reader says 

    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL HYMN                   (AMNS 434) 

 

    An upper room did our Lord prepare 

    for those he loved until the end: 

    and his disciples still gather there, 

    to celebrate their risen friend. 
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    A lasting gift Jesus gave his own - 

    to share his bread, his loving cup. 

    Whatever burdens may bow us down, 

    he by his cross shall lift us up. 
 

    And after supper he washed their feet, 

    for service, too, is sacrament. 

    In him our joy shall be made complete - 

    sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 

    No end there is: we depart in peace. 

    He loves beyond our uttermost: 

    in every room in our Father's house 

    he will be there, as Lord and host. 
 

F. Pratt Green (b.1903) 

English Traditional Melody 

 

Please remain standing for the Gospel 

 

The Gospel: John 13.1-17, 31b-35                                

 

When it is announced 

All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

  Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to   

  depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the  

  world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas  

  son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the   

  Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was  

  going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 

  himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and  

  to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 

  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 'Lord, are you going to wash my feet?'   

  Jesus answered, 'You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will     

  understand.' Peter said to him, 'You will never wash my feet.' Jesus answered, 'Unless 

  I wash you, you have no share with me.' Simon Peter said to him, 'Lord, not my feet  

  only but also my hands and my head!' Jesus said to him, 'One who has bathed does  

  not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 

  not all of you.' For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 'Not all  

  of you are clean.' 

  After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table,  

  he said to them, 'Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and  

  Lord -and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have  

  washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an  

  example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,    

  servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one  

  who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. Now the  
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  Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been   

  glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little  

  children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the  

  Jews so now I say to you, "Where I am going, you cannot come." I give you a new  

  commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should  

  love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have  

  love for one another.'  
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 

 

During the singing of the following hymn, the clergy withdraw to prepare for the washing of feet. 
 

 

HYMN                      (R&S 474) 
 

    Brother, Sister, let me serve you, 

    let me be as Christ to you; 

    pray that I may have the grace to 

    let you be my servant too. 
 

    We are pilgrims on a journey, 

    and companions on the road; 

    We are here to help each other 

    walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

    I will hold the Christ-light for you 

    in the night-time of your fear; 

    I will hold my hand out to you, 

    speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

    I will weep when you are weeping; 

    When you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

    I will share your joy and sorrow 

    till we've seen this journey through. 
 

    When we sing to God in heaven 

    we shall find such harmony, 

    born of all we've known together 

    of Christ's love and agony. 
 

    Brother, Sister, let me serve you, 

    let me be as Christ to you; 

    pray that I may have the grace to 

    let you be my servant too. 
 

Words & music: Richard Gillard (1953- ) 

Copyright 'Scripture in Song' 
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THE WASHING OF FEET 
 

The clergy wash each others’ and the servers’ feet, and then those of the congregation. Please 

come forward if you would like to share in this. There are three benches - please go to which ever 

has a space - remove one shoe and sock, and allow the clergy to wash your foot. 
 

During the ceremony the choir sing various anthems, including the traditional anthem Ubi Caritas: 

 

    Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est 

    Congegavit nos in unum Christi amor 

    Exultemus et in ipso iucundemur 

    Timeamus et amemus Deum vivym 

    Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen. 

 

   Where charity and love are, there is God. 

   The love of Christ has brought us together as one. 

   Let us rejoice and be glad in him. 

   Let us fear, and let us love, the living God. 

   Let us love one another in sincerity of heart. Amen.. 
 

The clergy resume their vestments, and the ceremony concludes with this prayer, said by the 

president: 
 

    Lord Jesus Christ, 

    you have taught us 

    that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

    we do also for you: 

    give us the will to be the servant of others 

    as you were the servant of all,  

    and gave up your life and died for us, 

    but are alive and reign, now and for ever.   

All   Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

The President introduces the intercessions, saying: 

    Let us now pray for the world Christ came to serve and to save 
 

Please sit or kneel. 
  

    Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his  

    disciples' feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 

    Lord, hear us 

All    and humble us. 
 

    On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of  

    your Church. 

    Lord, hear us 

All    and unite us. 
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    On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through their message. 

    We pray for the mission of your Church. 

    Lord, hear us 

All    and renew our zeal. 
 

    On this night, he commanded them to love, but suffered rejection himself. We 

    pray for the rejected and unloved. 

    Lord, hear us 

All    and fill us with your love. 
 

    On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them it hated him   

    first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 

    Lord, hear us 

All    and give us your peace. 
 

    Most merciful Lord, 

    your love compels us to come in. 

    Our hands were unclean, 

    our hearts were unprepared; 

    we were not fit 

    even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 

    But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

    and share your bread with sinners. 

    So cleanse and feed us 

    with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

    that he may live in us and we in him; 

    and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 

    may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.  

  

Please stand for the Peace. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Peace 

 

    Jesus says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

    Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you.  

 

A minister shall say: 

    Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

And all may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

No collection is taken today. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN                  (NEH 302) 

 

    O Thou who at thy Eucharist didst pray 

    That all thy Church might be for ever one, 

    Grant us at every Eucharist to say 

    With longing heart and soul, 'Thy will be done,' 

    Oh, may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

    One through this sacrament of unity. 

 

    For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 

    Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 

    Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 

    By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 

    Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

    One through this Sacrament of unity. 

 

    We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 

    O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 

    Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 

    Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep: 

    Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

    One through this Sacrament of unity. 

 

    So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 

    May we be one with all thy Church above, 

    One with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 

    One with thy saints in one unbounded love: 

    More blessed still, in peace and love to be 

    One with the Trinity in Unity. 

        Words: William Turton (1856-1938) 

   Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

    The Lord be with you 

All    and also with you.  
 

    Lift up your hearts. 

All    We lift them to the Lord.  
 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All    It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

    It is indeed right to give you thanks, 

    Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    For on this night he girded himself with a towel 

    and, taking the form of a servant, 

    washed the feet of his disciples. 

    He gave us a new commandment 
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    that we should love one another as he has loved us. 

    Knowing that his hour had come, 

    in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 

    to be a memorial of his passion, 

    that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 

    and feast with him in his kingdom. 

    Therefore earth unites with heaven 

    to sing a new song of praise; 

    we too join with angels and archangels 

    as they proclaim your glory without end: 
 

The choir shall sing 

All    Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 

    heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

    Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest.  
 

    Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

    grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

    and according to your holy will, these your gifts of bread and wine 

    may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

    Who on this, the night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; 

    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

    do this in remembrance of me. 

    In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

    he gave it to them, saying, 

    Drink this, all of you; 

    this is my blood of the new covenant, 

    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

    Do this, as often as you drink it,  

    in remembrance of me. 

    Christ is the bread of life. 

All    When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

    we proclaim your death Lord Jesus, 

    until you come in glory. 
 

    And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

    his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of all,  

    rejoicing at his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

    and looking for his coming in glory, 

    we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

    We thank you for counting us worthy  

    to stand in your presence and serve you; 

    we bring before you this bread and this cup; 

    We pray you to accept this our duty and service, 
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    a spiritual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

    Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

    and gather into one in your kingdom 

    all who share this one bread and one cup, 

    so that we, in the company of the blessed Virgin Mary, 

    of St Paul the Apostle, and of all the saints, 

    may praise and glorify you for ever, 

    through him from whom all good things come, 

    Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

    By whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

    all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

    for ever and ever.   

All    Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

    As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, 
 

All    Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

    on earth as in heaven. 

    Give us today our daily bread, 

    Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

    Lead us not into temptation 

    but deliver us from evil. 

    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

    now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying 

    We break this bread 

    to share in the body of Christ. 

All    Though we are many, we are one body, 

    because we all share in one bread.  
 

 

The Communion 
 

Before the distribution the president says 
 

    God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

All    Jesus Christ is holy, 

    Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father.  
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During the distribution of holy communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei and other anthems. After 

communion, the ablutions are performed.  
 

 

PROCESSION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT TO THE ALTAR OF REPOSE 

 

The clergy kneel in silence before the altar. 

 

The President says: 

    Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the 

    Lord, until he comes.             1 Corinthians 11.26 

 

    Lord Jesus Christ, 

    we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 

    you have given us the memorial of your passion: 

    grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries  

    of your body and blood 

    that we may know within ourselves 

    and show forth in our lives 

    the fruit of your redemption, 

    for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.  

All    Amen. 
 

The Blessed Sacrament is censed in silence, and then the hymn begins. Please follow the clergy and 

choir in procession to the altar of repose.  

 

 

HYMN                      (NEH 268) 
 

    Of the glorious body telling, 

    O my tongue, its mysteries sing, 

    and the blood, all price excelling, 

    which the world's eternal King, 

    in a noble womb once dwelling, 

    shed for this world's ransoming. 
 

    Given for us, for us descending, 

    of a virgin to proceed, 

    man with man in converse blending, 

    scattered he the gospel seed, 

    till his sojourn drew to ending, 

    which he closed in wondrous deed. 
 

    At the last great supper lying 

    circled by his brethren's band, 

    meekly with the law complying, 

    first he finished its command, 

    then, immortal food supplying, 

    gave himself with his own hand. 
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    Word made flesh, by word he maketh 

    very bread his flesh to be; 

    man in wine Christ's blood partaketh: 

    and if senses fail to see, 

    faith alone the true heart waketh 

    to behold the mystery. 

 

The last two verses are sung kneeling before the altar of repose 

 

    Therefore we, before him bending, 

    this great sacrament revere; 

    types and shadows have their ending, 

    for the newer rite is here; 

    faith, our outward sense befriending, 

    makes the inward vision clear. 

 

    Glory let us give, and blessing 

    to the Father, and the Son, 

    honour, might, and praise addressing, 

    while eternal ages run; 

    ever too his love confessing, 

    who, from both, with both is one. Amen. 

Thomas Aquinas (1227-74) 

Tr J. M. Neale (1818-66) 

Tune: Pange lingua (mode iii) 

 

At the end of the hymn, the blessed sacrament is censed again and a short period of silence is 

observed. 

 

The clergy now return to the sacristy, and the choir to their vestry, where all disrobe in silence, and 

reassemble in the sanctuary. The congregation returns to their seats in the nave. 

 

When all are assembled, the lights in the nave are gradually dimmed and extinguished. 

 

 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

The choir returns just in cassocks, and sings The Lamentations by Bairstow, during which the 

sanctuary is stripped, symbolic of Christ's desolation. 

 

The clergy, servers and choir leave the sanctuary in silence. They gather informally at the altar of 

repose to begin the watch. Please join them. 
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THE SOLEMN WATCH 
 

When all are assembled, the watch begins with the reading of the narrative of Gethsemane: 
 

Reading:  Mark 14:26-40 
 

  When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to 

  them, 'You will all become deserters; for it is written, "I will strike the shepherd, and  

  the sheep will be scattered." But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.'  

  Peter said to him, 'Even though all become deserters, I will not.' Jesus said to him,   

  'Truly, I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny  

  me three times.' But he said vehemently, 'Even though I must die with you, I will not  

  deny you.' And all of them said the same. 

 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 'Sit here while I 

  pray.' He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and  

  agitated. And said to them, 'I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and   

  keep awake.' And going a little further, he threw himself on the ground and prayed  

  that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, 'Abba, Father, for you 

  all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you  

  want.' 

 He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 'Simon, are you asleep?   

  Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come  

  into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.' 

 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came 

  and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what 

  to say to him.  
 

Please join in singing the following chant which will gradually fade into the silence of the watch.  

  Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray, watch and pray. 
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After a period of silence, the Gospel of the Watch is read, ending with the slamming of the book 

and the dispersal of the clergy and choir. 

  

Reading: Mark 14:41-50 

 

  Jesus came a third time and said to the disciples, 'Are you still sleeping and taking   

  your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of  

  sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.' 

  Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with  

  him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and 

  the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 'The one I will kiss is the  

  man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.' So when he came, he went up to  

  him at once and said, 'Rabbi!' and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and    

  arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave  

  of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, 'Have you come out  

  with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was  

  with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be  

  fulfilled.' Then all of them deserted him and fled into the night. 

 

If you are not staying for the WATCH, please leave the church in silence at this 

point. Please be as quiet as possible so as not to disturb those remaining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT TAKE AWAY THIS ORDER OF SERVICE 


