
TRUSTEES’ REPORT TO THE 2017 ACCOUNTS 

 

Structure, governance and management 

 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All 

Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC.  

 

The PCC has a Standing Committee comprising the incumbent, churchwardens, secretary and 

treasurer whose purpose is to scrutinise and formulate the agenda of the PCC, and to transact on 

behalf of the PCC such business as is delegated to it.  

 

Other committees exist under the authority of the PCC to advance the mission and ministry of the 

parish in accordance with its Mission Action Plan. Each committee reports to the PCC on a regular 

basis. The following committees are currently active: Growing in Faith and Mission, Future St 

Mary’s, St Mary’s in the Community, and the Youthwork Committee. The Youthwork Committee 

is the arena for shaping and monitoring the church's work among young people beyond the 

congregation. It operates with a budget which is ratified by the PCC.  

 

New members of the PCC are inducted by the Vicar, churchwardens and PCC secretary.  

 

The parish would not function without the support of many dedicated volunteers who have a key 

role in all areas of parochial life.  

 

The PCC have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit. 

 

St Mary’s Primrose Hill: Trustees 

 

The following served in the year to 31 December 2017: 

 

Revd Preb. Marjorie Brown (incumbent) ex-officio 

Revd Mark Wakefield (assistant priest) ex-officio 

Revd Timothy Miller (assistant curate until June 2017) ex-officio 

Revd Nick Walters (assistant curate from July 2017) ex-officio 

Steve Reynolds   Churchwarden 

Casey Oppong Okezie Churchwarden 

Ted Ruscoe   Hon. Treasurer 

Amanda Martin  PCC Secretary (co-opted) 

Thomas Kabir   PCC member 

Ruth Kitching   PCC member 

Sheena McCaffrey  PCC member 

Rebecca Selman  PCC member 

Christine Ayre   PCC member 

Richard Benson  PCC member 

Roddy Monroe  PCC member 

Lucy Quick   PCC member 

Harris Watts   PCC member 

 

Those elected in 2017: 

Regina Odurowah Abel PCC member 

Carol Slater   PCC member 



Eric Barendt   Deanery Synod member 

Teresa Cintra   Deanery Synod member 

Elaine Hedger   Deanery Synod member 

James Gow   Deanery Synod member 

 

 

Objectives and Activities  

 

St Mary's PCC is responsible for co-operating with the incumbent, in promoting in the 

ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church: pastoral, evangelical, social and  

ecumenical. It has responsibility for the maintenance of the church building and the adjoining St 

Mary's Centre. Its Mission Action Plan provides details of its strategic thinking.  

 

Worship in the Anglo-Catholic tradition of the Church of England is maintained. Good  

preaching and choral music are hallmarks of the parish. In its service to the local community, the 

parish is concerned to address issues that confront our local area and society, and to serve people in 

need, of whatever faith or none.  

 

The parish has a particular ministry among children and young people, with a thriving  

Sunday school.  The PCC employs a full-time professional youthworker who supervises a part-time 

assistant and sessional workers and volunteers. In 2006/7 St Mary's Centre Community Trust was 

established as a limited company and registered charitable trust to better secure the long-term 

funding of its youthwork provision.  

 

The youthwork team is accountable both to the PCC and to funders to whom annual reports are also 

made. The work is supported by a team of volunteers of all ages who are all subject to DBS checks 

and undergo training and supervision.  

 

Charitable giving has been conducted through occasional collections on designated Sundays and at 

special services.  Additionally money from coffee served after services is donated to charity. St 

Mary's is registered as a Fairtrade church.  

 

Achievements and Performance  

 

Church Attendance  

 

The average total Sunday attendance varies seasonably but averages 145 on a typical Sunday. The 

parish clergy, including a stipendiary curate, the Revd Nick Walters, and assisted by three Readers, 

also maintain a full round of midweek worship and monthly Evensong.  

 

The church is linked to a thriving school, St Paul's (CoE) Primary School, whose acts of  

collective worship take place in St Mary's once a fortnight. In addition, other local schools 

regularly use the church and welcome the clergy to conduct occasional assemblies.  

  

Review of the Year  

 

The full PCC met six times during the year and also had an Awayday, doing Bible study and 

renewing the Mission Action Plan. The main objective for the coming year was agreed to be 

strategic planning in preparation for the 150
th

 anniversary of the opening of the church in 2022. 



North London Citizens made it possible to offer two internships to mental health listeners at no cost 

to the church. 

 

For the eighth year, St Mary’s hosted the Camden Community Churches Cold Weather Shelter, 

opening the church every Monday evening in November, December and the first half of January, to 

offer hospitality overnight to homeless people.  A large rota of volunteers and donors made the 

shelter possible, and the work was coordinated in her own time by Celyn Cooke, the parish 

administrator, to whom many thanks are owed.  

 

Finances held fairly steady in 2017. A number of small improvements were made to the garden and 

St Mary’s Centre. A planned giving campaign was held towards the end of the year. 

 

A range of fundraising were put on in 2017 attracting much support from the wider community. 

 

Plans for the Future  

 

The aim in 2018 is to consolidate our financial situation and increase our modest reserve in order to 

meet commitments to our employees in the event of an emergency. 

 

Financial Review  

 

The financial situation in 2017 was relatively stable. Several substantial legacies were received, but 

it is intended to keep them in reserve for needed refurbishment of the church. 

  

General Fund  

 

General funds ended the year with a surplus of £96,600. 

 

Income  

 

In the year our total unrestricted income was £327,437 (£202,272). We received legacies in 2017 of 

£94,638 (£8520). Planned giving was £112,692 (£92,080). Gift-aided donations were £112,692 

(£99,252).  

 

Expenditure  

 

General expenditure totalled £220,427 (£194,191).  

 

Restricted Funds  

 

The restricted fund of £1017 includes £345 for ALMA and £672 from the parish pilgrimage fund. 

 

The Justice and Peace committee made donations of £1184; we have a nil balance as expenditure 

came to £2267. Other collections for charity came to £5547. 

 

Outlook  

 

The year ended with a surplus of £107,617.  Income needs to continue to rise to meet our regular 

commitments, build reserves and beyond that to extend our mission and plan for future 

refurbishment.  This is a challenge for the congregation and the PCC.  



 

Our Common Fund commitment for 2018 is £80,600 (£74,200).  

 

Reserves Policy  

 

The PCC ended the year with a surplus of £96,600. It thinks it should hold reserves sufficient to 

cover three months’ recurring expenditure (£55,000). The excess of reserves above this level is 

being held to prepare and celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of the consecration of the church which 

falls in 2022, though this reserve is not formally designated. 

 

Operational Structure  

 

The PCC now has two bank accounts and a share account.  All financial questions or suggestions, 

including those relating to youthwork, should go first to the Treasurer, Ted Ruscoe (or via a 

message through the Parish Administrator).  Stewardship records are now dealt with by Cathy 

Howard. 

 

Risk Management 

 

The PCC are committed to managing, and if practicable to reducing, the major risks that they have  

already identified. They also seek to identify new risks as they arise and subject them to the same 

process of management and reduction. 


